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41, Fenton Hoad, 

southbourne. 

Bournemouth. Hants. 


6th April, 1962. 


Bear Miee Block: ~ ~~ 

Our letters have cropped, po" 
am replying immediately upon receiving the coin® 
from you. would like to pay at the ohtpet that"” 

I have never peeh either oi the two Maepachusette 
Shillings of thip type before, but would inform 
you tnat they are known ap ”Wyatt copiep*', and 
po I regret that 1 do not tnink they have any 
real numipmatic value. *"1 would be very inter— " 
epted to learn who it wap that Valued the®e itemp 
for you two year® ago. What ip mopt ptriking 
aoout them ip that they are both from the ®ame 
pail* of diep, and thip would De practically im- 
poppible to obtain ift view of their long period 
of ipeue. One phowp more than - the other that" 
it ha® been capt, which of course the - original? 
were not, they were hand-ptruck, and po have an 
entirely different aopearance. I am checking 
on all thip and will gladly inform you of tne 
repult within 3 dayp or po, would have paid you 
immediately for them if they had been genuine 
original?, but“am pure you would wi?h that any¬ 
one Who purChaped them from you wap completely 
patipfied ap to their authenticity. Only one 
other coin you have kindly“peht would be of inter- 
e?t for my collection; thip i« the St;p&trick*' 
Farthing, which altho a little worn i® Ptill nice, 
for taip 1 would offer you £3.10.0d. Kindly"let" 
me know if you located the other two Map®&cnu®ettp 
piece?, a? would al?o“like to compare the?e. 
AFPuring you of my beat intentionp'and guidance 
in thi? matter, I remain, your? mopt Fincerely, 


Gordon White. A.N.A, 
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41v Fenton Load, 

i el Bournemouth eouthbourne, outh. 

45596. H 4 N T *. 

10th April, 1962. 

Dear Mi«e Block: 

i’hank you very"much indeed for 
you? further"!etter and for enclosing another 
Massachusetts piece. It hap now befcn confirmed 
that ail three are Electrotype"copies by Ay S tt 
which were made about 100 years ago. You pee, 
they are all identical"in every way, only that one 
or two wore rn^de on a emailer flan, the lettering 
ip exactly the same if you examine them closely; 
this alone would makh it impossible for them to be 
the genuine originals,"out hp&rt from this they 
are weli-knowft to numismatists, copie* of the 
rare original®. All of your ccihs are enclosed 
herewith a® requested, and perhaps by now you Have 
r<*ceiled confirmation on these M Gak Tree’ 1 horns 
from some other collectors?, if not, feel sure you 
Willi; However; am pleased tc inforfa you that 
they still have some value and interest to a coll¬ 
ector, hnd am prepared to offer you ^lO.lO.Od each 
for the«e pieces, but that would be the maximum. 

Hoping that I shall b&“able to 
purchase something from you later, and assuring you 
of my interest still in the St. Patrick* Farthing 
as well as the 1872 Cent. 

Yours most sincerely, 


Cordon White. A.h.A. 
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41, Renton Hoad, 

'Del:Bournemouth wouthbourne. Bournemouth. 

43596. H a h '0 *>. 

16th April, 1962. 

Dear misp Block: ~ 

ikly most sincere apologies for 
not having been able to reply to your most welcome 
letter of "the 12th April before this? reason being 
that we have had friends down here for the week¬ 
end, and so "coins " have had to take second place. 

X much appreciate your sending 
the three Massachusetts pieces back to me, and 
take pleasure in enclosing herewith cash to the 
value of £31.10.0d for these. Gan assure you 
that they are all most definitely copies, made 
approximately 100 year** ago by V/yattj they can 
mo^t certainly be traced a e having been struck 
from one pair of dies- only, whilet they vary 

slightly in ^ize and shape, thip ip accounted for 
by^either a paaller or larger planchet being made, 
alpo, the lettering ip~identical in every way, 
it would be quite"impo®pible"to obtain three*~of~ 
the original coins from the pame pair of dies* as 
literally hundred® of pairs of "differing die® 
were up©d to ptrike xhepe"coinp over a period of 
not lap® than thirty"yearp. Am quite popitive 
they are copies, a? puoiri are well known, they 
differ conpideraoly coo in appearance from my own 
specimen of the original "large planchet ' type 
wnich"! have compared very closely with the®e 
pieces of yours. However, am glad that 1 can 
offer you a good price for them jup$ the same. 

You did not enclose the st.~ 
Patricks * farthing, although~you promised thip 
to me if I bought these coin« from you, should 
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- Two - 

you still have this one would~rauch appreciate 
having this at~*:3.lO.Gd. Also, the i.872 Gent, 
which I have asked for previously. 

Looking at this weeks '’Exchange and 
mart" I~pee that you are advertising one or"two 
of the scarcer Canadian coins; there are ;}ust 
two"that would appeal to me, although at «lightly 
less than tae prices which you are asking, which 
are terribly high for these, they are 

Newfoundland, lucent, 1385» UNO. 

Canada, 20 cents, 185£* E.F. _ 

~ might I also have these for"examin¬ 
ation please?, perhaps you will kindly state the 
lowest you would take for each, or may I make an 
offer to you?. 

Should you have any further coina, 
whether Foreign or Old English, silveh or gold, 
then I would greatly value your„offers. 

" With“all good wishes and many thanks 
for being so considerate towards me. 

Yours most sincerely, 

Cordon White. a.N.A. 




V 


GORDON WHITE, 



Dear Mr Vaskas: 


Your very welcome letter was received a few 
days ago, thank you, since reading the article in the May "Numis¬ 
matist" and the re-joinder by Eric P. Newman thought that it best 
to get my Wife to search out the earlier correspondence on these 
"Oak Tree" coins, which she has now done, and you will see that 
I have enclosed all of this for your examination, and will be 
glad if you will also show these letters to Mr Newman, You will 
also not? that I have sent a letter to Miss Jane Bleock from whom 
I bought these copies last year, (you now have the exact date) 
and mentioned in these letters is the date of another advertise¬ 
ment of hers in the "Exchange & Mart", (this time Canadian items) 
which I did not buy, as she never replied to me again, nor did I 
ever get the St. Patricks farthing from here as_it was sent back 
although know this was genuine , only items I did buy the 

three copies. I did no w -o or. irattei one of these coins, but 

he may remember seeing my original "Pine Tree" Shilling, large 
pianchet, when he visited us one do./ two years ago, perhaps he 
is getting confused with this?. I do know my friend in America 
said he would destroy the other coin I sent him, but cannot say 
whether he carried tMs out or not, will ask him when I write 
again, should imagine he still has it though, again, he bought 
it from me as it was he who told me to buy them, and to offer 
jS/^0,00 each for them, he offered to take all three after we 
found out that all were fakes, but I did not wish to push them on 
to him and said that taking one would suit me, you took the other 
two:. Will let you know if Miss Block answers me, but will not 
be surprised if she doesnt, however, am hoping she will. Will 
keep a good look-out for the coins you mention, but have nothing 
further to offer you at present. By the way, please inform Mr. 
Newman that my statement, paragraph four in the "Numismatist" 
should read: "No-one wishes to buy a very rare coin - only to 
find that it is an electro,"- words underlined were -Evsa-ied from 

my /lefttfr;-- With every good wish, 

/ x f/u ^ Yours sincerely, 
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WoR^siERTELEGRAM-Sljefbentnij dazette -Sunday Telegram 

**» ** WORCESTER 1, MASSACHUSETTS 


DEar Mr.NEwman; 

PROGRESS REPORT 


PUBLI "Aug.23,1962 


?/e 11, you wet,e corr.Ect. ThosE old papErs arE 
lull of intETEStlng it Eras. I shuddEr whEn I 
comparE thEir "hews 11 storiES to thosE of oday. 

But, aftEr approx. 12 hours, still no BrashEr 
mEntion found. I wEnt through from JunE to thE 
middlE of DECEmbEr, just chECking hEads, and thE 
largEr ttEms, in casE thE itEm was fEaturEd. 

Now I've startEd again ? rEading practically 
EVEry column for thE shortEr pieces, and fillErs, 
Am now through thE middlE of July. You'rE surE 
all this happEnEd a hundrEd yEars aftEr BrashEr 
startEd his ope rat ions? 

By thE way, I havE a Mass.PinE TrEE Shilling 
which I would likE you to chEck for mE, plEasE. 

A dEalEr in England purchasEd it and thinks 
it is an ElEctro, but I can't bE surE. 


If it’s o.k. with you I'll mail it along for 
Examination. WeII, back to thE filES.... 

AL 


E.J. Vaskas 
ThE EvEning GaZEttE 
WorcEStEJ* 1, Mass. 




August 31, 1962 


Mr. E. J.Vaskas 
The Evening Gazette 
Worcester 1, Mass. 

Dear Mr. Vaskas: 

I am delighted you have started checking the 
Boston Transcript and only hope that you 
will find the Brasher item soon. My thoughts 
are with you in your hours of research. I 
am sure you will come up smiling. 

I will be glad to check any Pine Tree shill¬ 
ing you want to send for my examination. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 








September 5, 1962 


Hr. 


V a ok 


The Evening Gazette 
Worcester 1, Mass. 

Dear Mr. Yaskas: 



Thank you so much for your letter of the 24th 
ultimo which, unfortunately, has taken time for me to 
answer due to the vacation of ay secretary. 


First of all may T say ~ and I think you will be 
interested to hear this - that the coin forward* d is not 
an electrotype at *11 but a genuine oak tree shilling. 
However, it represents a die state which seemed unusual 
to Walter Breen and h« »ald that it was classified somewhere 
between Noe 4 and 5. With the ubove information, would the 
principal be interested in selling same, and if so, at what 
price' In the event that we can not get together on a deal, 
would your principal permit John Ford to have a photograph of 
the piece! He would like to do this because of his interest 
in numismatic education* 




forward'to hearing fror you, 
Sincerely, 




. NEW NETHERLANDS COIN CP.IflS* 


CMW:dn 


Charles M. Wormser 
President 










Sept. 16, 1962 


Dear Mr. wormBerj 

LEt John Ford photograph thE Oak; Tree Shilling. 

I havE consummated a transact lex on this coin, and m no m the 
sole ownEr. It will be an honor and my pleasure to have this piece 
take Its place in numismatics, possibly advancing knowledge in this 
fiEld another lota. 

Naturally, I would appreciate any and all Information gathered 
togEthEr on this new classification. This will bE for ay own files, and J 
speaking as a newspaperman-coin Editor, for ay column, and. news Items. 

Wow, speaking or a collector, you can appreciate »y hesita¬ 
tion la disposing so q ilckly of this unusual specimen. 

I f n only too glad to haVE it properly listEd, but as for 
SElllng it at the prESEnt time - I v/ould mthEr not. 

If any of you can approximate its price, tho, I will certainly 
chEck with you first when the time comES for a sale... 

By thE way, is the reversE a fauillar one? It wasn(t KEntlonr 
in your last letter. 

Now, for whOEVEr is doing thE research on this coin, I have 


additional information. 


It SEEjns there were three such pieces in the original *hoard* 


which wete found in England. All seed to be from the same pair of diES* 


although on three different size flans, so that lettering that appears 

clear on one, appears to bE half missing from another. I have one 

still tracing. 

other specimen, the bEst example of the trio. The third I am 


If you v/ould care to Examine this slightly largEr piECi, let 

me know. It would be nice to have then both returned as soon as possible 

Cordially, 


after Examination and classification. 

E.J. Vaakas 
The EvEning Gasctte 

- ists: “ ^ 



















shir, Ins-, which is, as you know, a.die variant between 


matic Society, as per the enclosed letter., There is a 
limit as to how many records T can an since the 

A.N.S. already has th» Noe - Clark^vell developed* it 
probably is better to let them take : are of the matter. 


Should you ever wish to dispose of this oin, 
or either or the two others, ire would like, to hear from 


JEW NETHERLANDS. COIN C0.I1C. 
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Wor(£sterTelegram-% Verting Gtotte -Sunday Telegram 

WORCESTER 1, MASSACHUSETTS 

J \ 

RICHA ^ E 0 cta 0,1962 

DEar Mr. NEwman; 

I v/antEd to wait until I found that itEm 
on BrashEr bEforE SEnding you thE EnclosEd Oak 
TrEE Shilling. 

But I've gonE thru SEpt. 28 , 1886 , with no 
success. I ExpECt to takE a vacation nExt WEEk 
so it's possiblE I will gEt into DECBmbEr. If I 
find anything I f ll SEnd it along in thE nExt 
mail. 

In thE mEanwhllE, this is thE spEcimEn I 
wrotE you about, wj(rch you said you woulg likE to 
ExaminE. 


I was told it was a fakE, but it "Mugs 
&S truE"to mE. SEEms likE it's bEtwEEn Noe 14 
and 15. See what you can makE out of it. 

Thanks for your hElp. Cordially, 


p.s. 

Whitman SEnt 
thE 1804 Dollar 
Bk. RevIew will 
follow soon. 


E.J.Vaskas 
ThE EvEning GoZEttE 
WorcEstEr 1, Mass. 


: J'- 









FABRICATION OD(a) 



FABRICATION OD(b) 



GENUINE CROSBY 2-D; NOE 5 
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OWNERi E. J. YASKAS, WORCESTER, 


EXAMINED OCTOBER.1962 


COPY OF OAK TREE SHILLING 


Wt.?2 grains Sp. gr. 9.6 Silver 

Uniforraily hammered surface. Perfectly centered on both 
sides. Die struck. Outer ring of dots on obverse shows 
slightly at top. The letters are all cut crudely but very 
uniformly and copy each stroke of Noe EXCELLENT COPY 

OF NOE g V (Obv. & rev.). 

Obverse deviations: 

1. Roots omitted. 

2. The diagonal on N in IN joins the right serif of N 
instead, of the right upright of N above the base. 

3. Dots in inner ring under M are out of line with those 
under Adjacent A instead of being in line. 

h. Angular instead of circular form in ring of dots 
under left base of third S. 


Reverse deviations: 

1. Horizontal oval dash instead of circular stop between 
M and adjacent N. 

2. Upright of G below midheight instead of far above it. 

3. Heavy dot in inner ring next to left bottom corner 
of X instead of normal dot. 

1;. No trace of die break at 3 or I 4 o’clock even though 
this break occurred on Noe h before the reverse was 
used for a Noe £ combination. 


Obverse and reverse offset 180° . 


ERIC P.NEWMAN 


10/22/62 





October 22, 1962 


Mr. E.J. Vaskas 
The Evening Gazette 
Worcester 1, Mass. 

Dear Mr. Vaskas: 

I hope that by now you have gone through a 
little more of the Boston Transcript and, 
naturally, I an disappointed you have not 
located the Brasher article to date. I cer¬ 
tainly have had similar experiences but then 
the satisfaction that comes from finding the 
item is sensational. 

I am enclosing information concerning your 
Oak Tree shilling and will return the coin 
as soon as I have photographrc it. 

I look forward to receiving your book review 
on the 180U Dollar. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P.NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


October 29,1$>62 


Mr. E. J. Vaskas 
Telegram and Gazette 
20 Franklin Street 
Worcester, Mass. 

Dear Mr. Vaskas: 

I am returning herewith your Oak Tree shilling 
copy with a poor photograph of it. What I 
would like to know, now, is where in the world 
you obtained this piece. 

It is sincerely a dangerous counterfeit and 
if it were not so good a copy of a genuine 
piece it would be much harder to distinguish. 

Please cut me in on this mystery. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P.NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


Mr, N e T ' n; 


NOV. 3,1962 


I am only too happy to fill you in on thE background informa¬ 
tion I havE on thE Oak TrEE shilling copy you ExaminEd. It should bE 
publicizEd that thESE piECES arE bEing fakEd. I mEntionEd 'it in my 
column of Aug. 4, but that is only local. 

SincE I wasn’t positivE whethEr it was a fakE or not, I 
couldn’t givE it national covEragE. PErhaps you would want to do somE- 
thing on it latEr. 

I first hEard about this shill ing; back in JunE, 1962, whEn a • , 
dEalEr in England wrotE mE about thrEE Oak TrEE shillings hE purchasEd. 

It sEEms somk lady ovet thETE advErtiSEd thESE pieces for 
salE, along with a St, Patrick farthing. ShE told him thEy had bEEn lEft 
to hEr. 

WhEn hE rECEiVEO thE shillings, which shE said had 

bEEn valuEd at morE than $70 Each a fEW yEars ago in London, hE was 
suspicious. 

It SEEmEd to him that thEy wete ElECtros and 11 quit e obviously 
from thE samE diE, although struck slightly diffErEntly, somE bEing on a - 
small Er flan than thE othErs, onE bEing much sharpEr tlimin than thE othEr 
two . " 


I obtainEd thE sharp onE, and soon aftEr was SEnt anothEr, 
smallEr coin, ThE third had alrsady bEEn sold to anothEr collECtor, 
in-this country, 

ThE largEr piECE I- sant to a wEll-known numismatic housE is? 
for Examination. I was told that "thE coin for; ardEd is not an ElEctro- 
typE at all but a gEnuinE oak fcrEE Shilling^" and it was classifiEd 
somEwhETE bEtwEEn Noe 4 and 511 Your Examination provEd othErwiSE... 


What eIse do you v;ant to know? 

•E.J, Vaskas 
ThE EvEning GazEttE 
WorcEStEr 1, ^ss 


Cordially, 

• M/M 







November ?, 1962 


Hr* Ed* U.Vaskas 
The Evening Gazette 
Worcester 1, Hass. 

Dear Hr* Vaskas* 

Thank yon for your letter of November 3# 1962* I agree 
with you about the fact that the Oak Tree shilling natter 
should be exposed and I will write it up and send it in 
to the Nuraisraatist* Tour letter ended with the words 
"What el8e do you want to know?" 

I believe, as a newspaperman, you will agree with me that 
I Should know the names involved and I would like to know 
which English dealer was the purchaser of this material. 
My own feeling is that they have Amerioan origin and were 
sent to England to give them a foreign discovery flavor* 

I would also like to know what you paid for the item and 
who the dealer was who pronounced them genuine. I will 
respect your wishes as to not disclosing the names of 
those which you believe should not be disclosed, for ex¬ 
ample, I know you would not wish to insult the dealer who 
pronounced the coin genuine, in America* 

Do you know who the other collector is who bought one and 
what happened to the second one which was sent to you? 

A lso, please send me a copy of your column of August h 
so that I can give you the credit for bringing the matter 
to light. 

"oes the Boston Transcript file miss you? I presume you 
are going to make Mr. HacArthur's statement, namely, "I 
will 8etum w . 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


EPN/&tb 


ERIC P. NEh'MAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


DEar Mr, NEwman; 


Nov. 9, 1962 


I askEd "what eIse do you want to know?" bEcausE I wasn’t sute 
just how far you would go with this story. ThE dEtails follow. TrEat 
thEm weIH l 

ThE dEalEr who first obtainEd thE thrEE eo-callEd Oak TrEE 
shillings is Gordon WhitE, 41, FEnton Road, SouthbournE, BournEmouth, 
Hants, England. From thE bEginning hE suspECtEd thsy wErE ElECtros. 

His last lEttEr on thE subjECt statEd hE bEliEVEd thE lady hE 
purchaSEd thE coins from was not a collECtor, and thEy had bEEn lEft to 
hEr. ShE did not tEll him whErE thEy camE from and as far as hE knEw shE 
has nEVEr adVErtisEd any coins prEviously, or sincE, so hE thinks thE 
thrEE WErE all shE had. 

He also mEntionEd that his own viEw, likE yours, is thE coins 
WErE madE in AniErica. He couldn’t sis. see thE British Museuiti, wdilch usEd 
to makE ElECtros for studEnts and othErs/j(i*«ii»®^^raaking any of 
thESE PIECES. 

Mr .WhitE’s asking pricE for thE shillings was $30 Each, thE 
Exact amount hE paid for thEm, his He bought th E m as gEnuinE but would 
not seII thEm as such. He did not tEll mE thE narriE of thE woman only 
that shE was in London. 

I obtainEd onE piECE to ExaminE and use to illustratE my 
expose, but bEcamE so intErEStEd in this quEStionablE spEcimEn that I 
ordErEd anothEr. ThE third had alrEady bEEn sold to anothEr collECtor 
in this country, as an ElECtro. I askEd bjtt hE would not disclosE thE 


namE of his customEr. 


As for thE Boston Transcript filES, I havE bEEn going to that 
blankEty blank blank placE EVEry chancE I gEt. ThE clErks now wavE to mE 
as I comE through thE door. But sincE I 3P& can only go thErE aftEr 
work, about 3 p.ra., I havE but an hour or so to SEEk. My ’’vacation" was 
spEnt in bEd with a virus, and I havEn’t EVEn gotton all my storm windows 


up yEt. PIesse bE patiEnt. I’m rEally trying to find thE matErial but 
Ex tra 

with four childrEn, EtcTT^imE is not Easy to comE by. Cordially, 



To hElp you compare thE two coins, I'm also sending back thE 
ohe you alrEady ExaminEd. I suppose it’s possiblE onE is gEnuinE and 
thE othEr its copy. 

You might want to use the glcssy along with your story (try 
to crEdit ThE WorcEStEr Evening GazEttE for it). It's a picturE of thE 
one f Mr. Ford, Mr. BrEEn, Mr. WormsEr, lookEd ovEr, not thE onE you 


saw, 


.2. 

Shortly aftEr rECEiving thE first coin I ran an itEm about 


tiiESE fakES (clipping EnclosEd). As far as I know it was thE first 


timE thEy wsrE publicly ExposEd as such, on August 4, 1962. Mr.WhitE 

v to print ^ 

coopEratEd fully whEn I told him of my intEntions mtwmcto EStajc thE story. 


But, thEn to doublE chEck, I mEntionEd thE coin to Mr.WDnmsEr 
Con_ August 11, 


at New NEthErlands Coin CoV, ^"stating I had a piECE dEScribEd to mE as an 
ElECtro of a 1652 MassachusEtts Oak TrEE Shilling, and askEd if hE wantEd 
to ExaminEit. Sines Iie has bEEn offEring many shillings in his auctions 
I figurEd hE might bE intErEstEd. He askEd to see thE coin, and on Aug. 
24 I SEnt it to him.This was not thE onE I mailEd to you. 

His rEply, datEd Sspt. 5, is EnclosEd...Also my following 

lEttEr of SEpt. 18, and thEn Mr. Ford's EpistlE. 

Csom^ ESSSE 

On SEpt. 21 I wrotE Mr. Clark Enclosin^background informa¬ 
tion, but nEVEr hEard from him, although Mr. WormsEr wrotE mE on Oct. 

9 thanking mE for lEtting thEra photograph thE coin, and rEturnEd it. 

ThErE thE corrESpondEncE stands. 

I am now also Enclosing thE sEcond shilling for your Examina¬ 
tion, thE onE dESignatEd as gEnuinE. Confirm or dEny? 



November 21, 19 62 


Mr.Henry Grunthal 
American Numismatic Society 
Broadway at 15>6th Street 
New Xork 32, New York 

Dear Henry: 

I would like to have a picture of Noe $ of the Oak 
Tree Coinage of Massachusetts for use in a publi¬ 
cation. It could be the same one used in his mono¬ 
graph. Bill Clark had a notebook of pictures of 
Massachusetts silver coinage and this, no doubt, 
would enable you to locate it. 

I would like to borrow the negative so that I can 
make an enlargement at the game time I an making 
enlargements of other pieces. 

I would appreciate it if you, or Hill, could locate 
this negative for me. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


EftIC ?. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


DEar Mrv NEwman; 


Nov.24,1962 


Thank you for lEtting hie see your prEllmlnary draft. I f m 
quitE surE most authors would have fElt thEy couldn’t wastE thEir timE 
SEnding out Extra copiES, or that no onE could improvE thE work anyway* 

11 1 s for SUTE I can’t improvE on yojir articlE. 

Although you askEd for suggEStions about thE only thing I 
would prEsumE- to do is to point out an instancE or two whErE my first¬ 
hand knowlEdgE of thE facts could hElp word a SEntEncE just a bit morE 
accuratEly* 

PagE 2 linE 11, in brackEts: UnlESS you havE a rEason for not 
mEntioning that it was a dEalEr who purchasEd thE coins in England, this 
linE might bE writtEn "ThrEE of thESE piECES wete advErtisEd in a 
British nEwspapEr, along with an apparEntly gEnuinE Ma rk NEWby farthing, 
and sold through thE mail to a dEalEr by somEonE dEScribEd as an 
EldErly lady from London." 

ThE coins wete not "brought into a shop." ThE dEalEr nEVEr saw 
thE woman h_E corrEspondEd with, making thE dEal through thE mails. And, 
sincE nothing was evet mEntionEd about him having a shop, I can’t bE 
sute hE doEsn’t work out of his rooms doing only mail ordEr businESs. 

I hopE you don’t mind mE bEing what somE might call picayunish 
but aftEr almost 20 yEars of nEv/spapEr work it’s gettEn to bE sort of a 
habit. 

AftEr all, why lEaVE yoursElf opEn on somE dEtail, which might 
not msan much to thE itEm itSElf, but whEn pickEd on by a critic could 
bE usEd in such a way as to dEtract attEntion from thE important facts 
of thE articlE. 


Now, spEaking strictly as a working nEwspapEr man on thE 
subjECt of rEadability, I think your lEad to thE story is just a bit 
too Ediitorial-likE for such an itEm. 

PlEasE don’t misundErstand, Mr, NEwman. ThE prESEntation is 
finE and I wouldn’t want you to changE it at all, just movE it into thE 
body instEad of lEading with it. 

Look at it this way. ThE ihagazinE subscribEr is thumbing 
through his copy and spots thE titlE, "A DangErous Oak TrEE Shilling 
ForgEry AppEars." 

Now, all who collEct colonials most likEly will start rEading, 
sincE it's thEir fiEld. But wouldn’t it bE nicE to gEt thosE "on thE 
fEncE" peodIe too? ThE onES who EVEn though thEy don’t collEct thE 
SEriES, could bEcomE intErEStEd. 

ThESE arE thE rEadErs you havE to rEach. ThE onES who don’t 
know Enough about colonials, who arE most likEly to gEt "suckEd in" 
whEn an opportunity comES along for thEm to buy a "shilling" at a 
"bargain pricE." 

ThESE arE thE potEntial numismatists lost to thE hobby whEn 
thEy discovEr thE.y havE bEEn"takEn!i. 

ThErEforE,I would humbly suggest a morE dirEct, hard-hitting 
lEad sEntEncE to attract thEm, such as you havE on pagE 2. Mr. BradfiEld 
or most any Editor, might concur. Why not ask which lEad would bE 
pTEf EI*cltolE • 

ThEn, whEn you havE givEn thE rEader thE facts, havE gottEn 
him intErEStEd in thE subjEct, thEn you tEll him thE story. 






.3. 


ThosE first thrEE paragraphs would go nicEly insErtEd bEforE 
your good closing linE. 

An intErEsting dEVElopmEnt, Mr. NEwman. m WhilE going ovet 
your story last night, EvElyn (that’s ray wifE’s naraE also) was giving. 
thE baby its final bottlE of thE EVEning. I gUESs shE noticEd ray 
concentration bEcausE shE finally askEd what was so important. 

I^fcold hEr a bit of thE shilling story (shE’s not intErEStEd 
in coins, for collections) and whEn shE askEd about thE pagES I h_ld, 

I rEad hEr your first paragraph. 

I’m hErE to statE shE pEggEd thE author as bEing in thE fiEld 
of EithEr mathEmatics, or possibly EnginEEring. ShE said it rEraindEd 
hEr of raath books shE had rEad, in GErman. So whEn I mEntionEd you 
wete MIT it didn’t surprise hEr in thE lEast. 

You see, shE has comE in contact with many pErsons in thESE 
fiElds, sincE shE oncE taught mathematics at MIT... 

Cordially, 





THE AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 
Broadway Between 155th and 156th Streets 
New York 32, New York 


MO 1 KQ 

Invoice number: 

Your number: ORDER DATE ll/27/o2 
Date: December 6, 1962 


I— ERIC P. NEWMAN 
1 EDISON BROTHERS STORES, INC. 
400 WASHINGTON AVENUE 
ST. LOUIS 2, MO. 


La 


J 


FOR PHOTOGRAPHY: 


$2.00 



When paying bill, please enclose one copy of this invoice or refer to our invoice 
number. Receipt will not be sent unless requested. 





The American -Numismatic Society 

(FOUNDED 1858 • INCORPORATED 1865) 

Broadway-between155 th and156 th -5ts- 

New-York-32, N.Y. 


November 29, 1962 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Eric, 


I wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter of November 21st with the 
request for a negative and print of the Oak Tree shilling Noe 5, Crosby 2-D. 
I went through the files Bill left here but I could not find the negative. I 
have therefore made out a photographic order for the coin in question. How¬ 
ever, I am afraid there will be some delay since our photographer has been 
out due to illness. I do hope that I shall be able to send you this print and 
negative within ten days. 


With kind regards, I am 


Very sincerely yours, 


Henry Gr/mthal 
Assistant to th.4 Chief Curato 


HG:rb 



December 6, 1962 


Mr* Henry Gruntbal 
American Han: ism a tic Society 
Broadway at l£6th Street 
New York 32, New York 

Dear Henry: 

If there is any possible way in which you can 
speed up the picture of Oak Tree shilling 
Noe £, I would be grateful. It is very im¬ 
portant to have this published in the Numismatist 
as I hove written up a new dangerous forgery 
of it which they have agreed to publish as 3oon 
as the pictures arrive. I already have the 
pictures of the forgeries. 

If you want to send me the coin I can take its 
picture. As an alternate, could you send me 
this page out of Bill Clark’s notebrook and 
then I can use those prints to make the cut 

and then return them. 

Kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


E?N/atb 


THC-AAVEMMijNUMIJ^TIjC;50CIE^ 

Broadway betweem 155 th and156 th -5ts 

Mew York -32, MY. 

December 7, 1962 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Eric, 

Your letter of December 6th crossed our 
letter of the same date which contained the re¬ 
quested negative. I trust it has reached you by now. 

With kind regards, I am 

Very sincerely yours, 

fya, - - r 

Henry Qrunthal 


HG:rb 


December 11, 1962 


Dear Mr. Vaskas « 

Submitted for your pleasure. 

Sincerely, 


From the desk of 
ERIC P. NEMAN 


December 27, 1962 


Mr. E.J. Vaskas 
The Evening Gazette 
Worcester 1, Mass. 

Dear Mr. Vaskass 

Now I need your cooperation more than ever. Two 
more of the Oak Tree shilling forgeries have shown 
up and had a recent European source. In addition, 
a silver St.Patrick farthing appears in the same* 
group. It is entirely possible that the St.Patrick 
farthing is a forgery, also. Will you, therefore, 
do me a great favor and write to the dealer, in 
Europe, from whom you obtained the coins, and ask 
him if he could locate the newspaper advertisement 
offering the coins for sale and send a copy. There 
are complete newspaper files in many English lib¬ 
raries. He, no doubt, will remember the approxi¬ 
mate date and the newspaper in which he read it. 

I appreciate your corrections to my draft and they 
have been forwarded for incorporation. 

I had planned to needle you about the Brasher 
matter but, because it is so close to the end 
of the year, I will wait until next year to do 
so • 

We are now sleuths and you, my dear Watson,must 
track down the source of the forgeries. 

Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


EKIC P. NEWMAN 


Dec. 29,1962 


DEar Mr. NEwman; 

Your lEttEr rECEntly rECEivEd. My lEttEr to England just 
SEnt, -with rEquESt for nEwspaPEr advErtiSErnEnt as pEr your instruc¬ 
tions, by airmail. 

ThE'abovE rEport is bEing madE to allEviatE any-s^E uorriEs 
and forE stall possiblE chiding in thE nsar futurE. 

I hops you and yours spEnt a plEasant holiday SEason, and 
mE and minE irish you good fortunE throughout thE coming yEar... 

Co. 



